






 

Following his two terms as superior regular, La Salle 
attended the School of Applied Theology at Berkeley, CA. [02 
August 1991-31 August 1992]. Upon his returned his served 
as pastor of the Yonabaru parish in Yonabaru, Okinawa for 
the next four years. At the age of 65 La Salle ‘retired’ in the 
Oroku friary but continued his ministry at the Oroku parish 
until 2007.  
 

During the Christmas Season of 2007, La Salle wrote about 
his retirement years:  
 

“This past April, after ten years in St. Francis parish which 
is attached to our Capuchin friary in Naha, I was assigned 
to St. Clare Parish which is located about seven miles on the 
eastern side of the island. St. Clare is situated on very high 
ground with a beautiful view of the Pacific Ocean. The 
parish is also the location of St. Clare Convent, the 
motherhouse of the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary of Okinawa. The convent and parish will be 
celebrating their 50th anniversary in 2008, the year I 
arrived in Okinawa. The first pastor was Kevin Smyth from 
Yonkers, followed by our brother Gordon Combs. 
 

I continue to reside in our friary in Oroku. So every 
morning I’m up at 5:00 a.m. and drive over to Yonabaru to 
celebrate 6:30 p.m. liturgy for the Sisters and some 
parishioners. Thank God that I’m in good health. My daily 
work seems to be little different than it has been for these 
past fifty years. Hopefully my health will allow me to 
continue to offer my services in some small way. 
 

In 2007, our brother La Salle Parsons along with his 
classmate Louis Chiusano joyfully celebrated their 50th 
Priesthood Jubilees, hosted by the Diocese of Naha. 
 

On 17 November 2010, our Capuchin brother Father La Salle 
Parsons will celebrate 80 years of life.  Fifty-two years of his 
60 Years of religious life have been spent in faithful and 
dedicated service as a missionary to the Ryukyu Islands.  
 

We continue to cherish his example as brother, priest, 
pastor, administrator and peacemaker and wish him 
continued good health in the midst of our brothers and his 
beloved people of Japan. 
 

[Above] Thomas Houle, Louis Chiusano, Peter Von Essen, Peter Baptist 
Ishigami, Gregory Reisert [provincial minister], LaSalle Parsons, Jeremiah 
Cassidy, Wayne Berndt [top row] Raymond Bartoldus, guest, Francis 
Yamashiro, Valentine Thibedeau, Charles Bantle, Bartholomew Minson, 
Paul Tamano, Gregory Noel, guest, Francis Hashiya, Martin De Porres 
Schmidt and Eugene O’Hara [mission director]- 1985 
 
[Right] Oliver Anastasio, Louis Chiusano, LaSalle Parsons, Bartholomew 
Minson, Martin De Porres Schmidt, Francis Hashiya and Jeremiah Cassidy 
in 1997. [Below-right] LaSalle with His Holiness the Dalai Lama-2009 
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