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Upcoming Novitiate Events 

¶ February 16 & 17ð Day of   

Recollection given by Br. John   

Celichowski 

¶ February 27ñ Next Edition of 

The Caperone 

Odds and Ends 
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On the Death of Br. Christopher Rengers 

Formator heads to Australia   

     On Wednesday January 27, 

Br. Gerard OôDempsey flew from 

Pittsburgh International Airport 

to his native country of Australia 

for a much deserved two-week 

vacation.  He is expected to fly 

back from Brisbane and arrive in 

Pittsburgh on Friday, February 

12.   

began designing and promot-

ing the St. Joseph Medal 

Scapular.   He also  founded 

The Capuchin Troupe, a group 

of amateur actors who per-

formed some of the plays 

Christopher had written. In 

1975, Christopher was trans-

ferred to Washington, D.C.  He 

subsequently founded the 

Queen of the Americas Guild.   

    He authored several works, 

including the very popular The 

Thirty-Three Doctors of the 

Church. Twice a year, he led 

pilgrimages to the Shrine of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe in 

Mexico City. 

     Needing close medical at-

tention, at age 87, Christopher 

took up residence at St. 

Augustine Friary in Pittsburgh.  

At the age of 91, he moved to 

Vincentian Home near Pitts-

   By Br. Erik Lenhart        

     Fr. Christopher Rengers, 

OFM Cap. passed away on 

Monday, January 25th, 2010 at 

Vincentian Home in Allison 

Park, PA.  For six months the 

novices of St. Conrad Friary 

were blessed to know Christo-

pher through daily bedside 

visits.   

    Reading his obituary, it be-

comes clear that Christopher 

had a passion for Christ and 

His people.  He served in vari-

ous capacities in Missouri, 

Kansas and Ohio, as a 

teacher, parish priest, hospital 

chaplain, and vocation direc-

tor. 

   Besides these full time min-

istries, Christopher also  took 

on many other duties and pro-

jects. While in St. Louis, he 

Celebrating Australia Day  

burgh. 

    Sheila Graham, the nurse 

for whom Christopher asked  

by name in his ultimate hour, 

shared that she had wanted to 

cut his beard to make a 

breathing tube more comfort-

able for him.  Chris staunchly 

refused the idea ð not surpris-

ing for a man who considered 

his beard part of his Capuchin 

habit.  She also added that 

Christopher was among the 

favorites of the staff at Vincen-

tian. 

     Christopher possessed a 

stately humility and a gentle 

face.  He was a pleasure to 

visit and an engaging conver-

sationalist. As a novice, I was 

blessed to know Fr. Christo-

pher through weekly visits over 

   By Br. John Nguyen        

    Thousands of miles away 

from their homeland ï Aus-

traliaï  Brs. Gerard OôDem-

psy, Jude Mackin, and John 

Nguyen brought the celebra-

tion of Australia Day to St. 

Conrad Friary. Australia Day 

was officially established in 

1994 to mark the arrival of 

Captain Arthur Phillip, com-

mander of the first fleet of 

eleven convict ships, to the 

shores of Sydney Cove on 

January 26, 1788. 

     A special meal celebrat-

ing Australia Day took place 

on Sunday, January 24. The 

meal began with the singing 

of the Australian National An-

them and included Australian 

Meat Pies, and Raspberry 

Pavlova Roll for dessert.  

Throughout the evening tables 

competed in a quiz measuring 

knowledge of Australian trivia. 

The celebrations continued on 

January 26  with a special 

Australia Day mass celebrated 

by  Gerard OôDempsey. 

(Left to Right) Brs. David Cira, Alan Trotter, Christopher Iwancio, John Nguyen, Jude 

Mackin and Gerard  OõDempsey  enjoy the Australia Day Dinner. 

Photo taken by Br. John Nguyen 

On January 25th, Br. Christopher 

Rengers (above), a St. Augustine 

Friar whom the novices visited 

regularly at Vincentian Home, died 

at the age of 92.  He was the au-

thor of several books, including 

The Thirty-Three Doctors of the 

Church. 
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FYI 
 

Province:  St. Mary  

Favorite Sports Team:  

New York Mets   

Favorite Food: Pierogis   

Favorite Book:  

The Power and the Glory  

by Graham Greene   

Special Thanks  

Brs. Chris Kearney, John 

Nguyen, Brian Stacy, Matt 

Janeczko,  Erik Lenhart, and 

the  Novitiate Formators. 

All photos taken by                    

Br. Christopher Iwancio         

except where noted. 
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Phone: 412-364-8240 

 412-364-7720 

E-mail: thecaperone@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 

The Caperone is a biweekly 

newsletter  published by the 

novices of St. Conrad Friary 

in Allison Park, PA.  Views 

do not represent the views 

of the NAPCC. It seeks to 

report the news, happenings 

and events of the novices. 

A Thousand Words: Snowed In 

  By Br. Erik Lenhart    

    If one plumbs the depths of 
Matthew Janeczkoôs vocation, 
one will find his paternal grand-
mother.  With her full support, 
Matt would ñsay massò on her 
coffee table with juice and gra-
ham crackers.  The Janeczkos 
were parishioners at an OFM-
staffed parish, and Matt envi-
sioned himself becoming the 
worldôs first friar/baseball 
player.  Matt recalls dreaming 
of playing in the majors and, 
ñsliding into 3rd base wearing a 
habit.ò   

     The seeds of Mattôs voca-
tion matured during his years 
at the Catholic University of 
America.  At CUA in Washing-
ton, D.C., Matt majored in his-
tory and minored in philosophy 
and theology.  He met the 
Capuchins through Regis Arm-
strong, who introduced him to 
Jim Petersen, both members of 
the Province of St. Mary living 
at the time in Washington. 

     After graduating from 
Catholic University, in 2003, 

Matt worked for a year as a 
Youth Minister at Resurrection 
of Our Lord Parish in Laurel, 
MD.   He attended a discern-
ment weekend with the Capu-
chins in Manhattan, NY and 
began to entertain the idea of 
becoming a Capuchin in ear-
nest. 

     During postulancy in Brook-
lyn, Matt focused on the ques-
tion, ñWhat is a Capuchin 
Friar?ò  For his apostolate, 
Matt ministered at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish assisting in 
many administrative tasks, 
including organizing the food 

pantry, training altar servers, 
and making home visits to pa-
rishioners. 

     Mattôs focus changed as he 
transitioned into the Novititiate.  
He now finds himself asking, 
ñWhat kind of friar do I want to 
be?ò Matt has come to view 
Capuchin life as a daily com-
mitment to wake up in the 
morning and state with convic-
tion, ñIôm going to be a friar 
today.ò   

     The challenges of Novitiate 
are not the challenges that 
Matt anticipated.  ñI thought I 
would be going stir-crazy.ò said 
Matt. ñIôve found, however, as 
long as I can pray and read, 
Iôm happy.ò 

      Matt sees Capuchin life as 
a ñdaring adventure of loveò 
and would be happy serving in 
any number of positions.  
When pressed about what 
ministries particularly attracted 
him, Matt replied, ñI would love 
to teach and be on the front 
lines of dialogue and learning.  
I would also love to work at a 
parish ministering to the daily 
needs of the young, sick, and 
struggling.ò  

      As well as finding inspira-
tion in Capuchins past and 
present, Matt gains perspective 
from a particular scene in Indi-
ana Jones: The Last Crusade.  
He points to the scene in which 
Kazim asks Indiana, ñWhy do 
you seek the cup of Christ?  Is 
it his glory or yours?ò  Through 
these daily inspirations, Matt 
attempts to ñplant his spiritual 
roots deeply.ò 

Another snowy day at St. Conrad Friary 

By Br. Erik Lenhart  

the last six months.  I will re-

member Christopher Rengers 

as the friar who was humble 

enough to ask me to clip his 

finger nails, but had enough 

pluck to enlist visitors to write 

addresses on over one hun-

dred Christmas cards.   

     Fr. Christopherôs ceaseless 

mind amazed all the novices.  

In his final weeks, we ob-

served Christopher, at age 92, 

organize a pilgrimage to Mex-

ico City, prepare more than 

one hundred Christmas cards, 

and type an essay for Interna-

tional Peace Day.   

     

 In the Next Issue . . .  

     Novice Spotlight:    

        Nate Santos  

      


