“In 1981 Ronnie San Nicolas, a postulant at St. Fidelis Friary, told me to call
Father James Gavin, the Capuchin Superior Regular. Others had heard that |
was in the diocesan minor seminary and that another religious order was
interested in my vocation. Ronnie knew my heart was set on the
Capuchins. For me, how could it be otherwise, as | was raised all my life in the
Capuchin parish of Saint Jude in Sinajafia? Kieran Hickey, Canice Cartmell,
James Gavin, Paul Toschik, Cornelius Murphy are names and faces that come
to mind. Living just down the street from the friary, | knew many of the other
friars as well.

“With some nervousness, | approached James Gavin and he graciously
welcomed me into the community. In 1984, | was invested. A new adventure
commenced during which | came to know Donan Hickey, Antonine
Zimmerman, Mel McCormack, Marcian Pellett, Ferdinand Stippich, Alexander
Feely, Ferdinand Pangelinan, Timothy Kavanagh, Patrick Nolan, Lee Friel and
all those who still remain. They all graced me in their own way.

“Their human idiosyncrasies were re-assuring as | brought my own into the
community. Their ordinary dedication and commitment pointed me in that
direction. Pray together, live simply and work with the people; that was as
attainable a life project as any, and | was up for it. It's been twenty-five years;
where did the time go? | have made little progress, but these friars also taught
me: Keep reaching for the ideal, even when the feet drag.”
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Si Yu'os Ma’ase’
Pale Eric!

Eric Forbes was born to John and
Rosalind Limtiaco Forbes on 15 March 1962
in Sinajafia, Guam.

Eric was introduced to the Capuchins
during his early education. He attended the
Capuchin’s St. Francis Elementary School,
followed by Bishop Baumgartner Junior
High School, and finally Fr. Duenas
Memorial High School where he graduated
in 1980.

He attended the University of Guam in 1980
and continued his studies at San Francisco
State University where he graduated with a
BA in History in 1984.

Eric received the habit on 25 July 1984 and
began his novitiate at Saint Fidelis Friary in
Agafia Heights.

Following his First Profession on 22 August
1985 at Saint Jude Church in Sinajafia,
Guam he ministered as a teacher living with
the friar community in Agafia.

In 1987, Eric began his studies as a theology
student in Berkeley, California returning to
Guam for his Perpetual Profession on 06
August 1988. During the next year he began
his pastoral internship residing at Saint
Fidelis.

Eric returned to Berkeley, CA in 1988,
continuing his studies at the Dominican
School of Theology. He was awarded a
Masters of Divinity degree in 1990.

Fr. Eric was ordained 08 September 1990 by
Archbishop Anthony Apuron, O.F.M. Cap.
in the Cathedral-Basilica.

His first assignment was as acting pastor at
San Dimas Merizo/San Dionisio, Umatac
and also ministered as pastor at San Rogue,
Saipan until 1994.

For the next two years Eric served as
Director of Vocations and Formation at
Saint Fidelis in Agafia. He returned as
pastor at San Dimas in 1997. From 1998-
2000, Eric once again ministered as a
Formation Director.

In 2000, Eric was elected Vice Provincial of
Our Lady Star of the Sea VP. During his
first term, among his many projects, he
organized the Centennial festivities, joyfully
celebrating one hundred years of Capuchin
presence in the Marianas.

In 2004 Eric was re-elected to serve a
second term as Vice Provincial. Through
much hard work and untiring dedication, he
oversaw the massive project of rebuilding
the new Saint Fidelis Friary in Agafia,
dedicated in 2007.
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In 1967 Peter was ordaned a deacon on 28" March and received
his Bachelors of Divinity from our Capuchin Theological
Seminary. That summer Peter ministered as deacon at Holy
Trinity parish in Poughkeepsie, New York under the supervision
of Bishop Pernicone and his assistants. From June to September
he along with other Capuchin deacons assisted the parish in
visitations, census-taking, distribution of communion and had
the opportunity of performing th eir first Baptisms. Peter writes
in gratitude to the provincial minister: “This summer’s work, |
feel, has been the most beneficial experience | could have
received as | prepare for my or dination and future ministry. |
would recommend that the deacons of future years engage in
work such as this during the summer preceding their
ordination. | am sure | have benefited immeasurably from it
and | am sincerely thankful to my formators and local
superiors for having the foresight and good judgment to allow
us to do this valuable ministry.”

Following his summer ministry in Poughkeepsie, Fr. Peter was

ordained to the priesthood on Saturday, 11 November 1967 at the
Church of the Sacred Heart in Yankers by Auxiliary Bishop of

New York Joseph M. Pernicone, episcopal vicar of Dutchess and
Putnam counties. Frs. Philip Bohan, Matthias Wesnofske,

Damien Pickel, Maurice Cox, Frederick Hill, Joseph Shea,
Richard Steiger and Louis Ludovici were also ordained that day.

The following day on Sunday, 12 November 1967, Peter
celebrated his first mass at hishome parish of Sacred Heatrt.

Returning to Garrison for an additi onal year of study, Fr. Peter
received his Masters of Theology majoring in Moral Theology
from our Capuchin Theological Seminary in 1968. That summer
Peter ministered at Children’s Village assisting Benedict Joseph
Groeschel, followed by a temporary assignment at St. Francis
Chapel in Springfield, MA until September, 1969.

Peter’'s first permanent assignment [1969-1971] was replacing
Capuchin Ernest Reardon as Associate Director of the
Propagation of the Faith and Holy Childhood in the Archdiocese
of New York. He ministered alongside the future Affiliate of the
Province of St. Mary, Msgr. William McCormick, director.
During this period Peter resided with the friar community of St.
John the Baptist in Manhattan, N.Y.

Following the Chapter of 1970 and the subsequent relocation of
the new provincialate in White Plains, New York beginning in
December 1971, Peter became d&0unding member of the new
Saint Conrad fraternity minister ing as the first Director of
Personnel until 1978. During the Chapter of 1976, Peter was
elected fourth definitor. Duri ng this period, Peter also
temporarily replaced Capuchin Sigmund Hafemann as
administrator and guardian of the new Saint John the Baptist
Friary from June-September 1977.

At the Chapter of 1978, Peter wa once again elected definitor
and for the next six years appointed pastor and guardian of St.
John the Baptist in New York City.

In 1984 Peter was appointed Director of Communication and
Continuing Education residing with the friar community at St.
John. In 1988 he was appointed the first Director of
Development of the Province of St Mary and in 1994 director of
the combined offices of Mission and Development until 2002.

In September, 2002 Peter becamethe pastor of St. Joseph in
Portland, Maine where he continues to minster.

1972-First Community of Saint Conrad Friary: [front] Randy Grant,
Venard Kelly, Dacian Dee, Paul Steffan [on stairs] Peter Kaseta,
Jerome McHugh & Randolph Nowak

December-1994

In reflection of his 50 years of Capuchin ministry,
Peter writes: “Jubilees are occasions to say ‘thank
you'. My long journey began amongst the nurturing
parish family of Sacred Heart, Yonkers. | offer my
sincere thanks, certainly to the Lord for leading me
toward my Capuchin brothers. | chose the
Capuchins because ‘| knew no [ne] better’.

I am most grateful to my family, friends and the
Capuchins for their support and presence over these
50 years.

Special thanks to the Province of St. Mary for
providing me with the best of care. This care,
especially in these troubled economic times, has
become so much more evident and appreciated.
Each year presents more pleasant experiences and
happy challenges. Thank you!”
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Joseph A. Kenlon was born of 08 June 1928,
the son of Francis Xavier and Marie Burke
Kenlon. Joseph had six siblings, one brother
and five sisters.

Baptized at Sacred Heart Church and
confirmed at Our Lady of Victory, both in
Mt. Vernon, NY, he attended Our Lady of
Victory Grammar School from 1934-1942
and graduated from Blessed Sacrament
High School, New Rochelle, NY in 1946.

Upon returning from the Army in 1948, he
attended the Capuchin’s Glenclyffe High
School, Garrison, NY from 1948-49 and was
invested into the Capuchin Order on 31
August 1949, receiving the name ‘Knute’.
His novitiate classmates included: Peter
Baptist Ishigami, John Anoia, Dean
Corcoran, Bruce Quinn, Douglas Smith, Paul
Steffan, Louis Chiusano and Darius DeVito.
Following his novitiate, Knute and his
classmates professed first vows on 01
September 1950

Knute was perpetually professed on the 1st
day of September 1953.

Throughout these sixty years, our brother
Knute has served in a variety of ministries
including: missionary to the Marianas
Islands; teacher and school administrator;
parish associate, preacher and prison
chaplain.

Knute continues to be ministerially active
and resides with our senor community of St.
Clare where he serves as chaplain to the
Sisters in Hasting-on-Hudson, New York.

Knute Kenlon, O.F.M. Cap.

Sixty Years of Religious Life

“It is hard to believe | am a Capuchin for sixty years.
There are many who are called to be thanked.

“First, my parents who frequently said ‘don’t give up your
dreams; if they are worthwhile than fight to achieve them.’

“Secondly, | wish to thank those Capuchin brethren who
showed me courage when severe trials arose. Men like Fr.
Bonaventure Fitzgerald, whose battle with cancer never
prevented him from actively serving the People of God. To
our brother, Michael Egan who could raise spirits and
deflate pride with his warm sense of humor.

“There were so many others who taught me to thank God for
the gift of learning other languages. | remember Fr. Martin
de Porres Clarke, who found it difficult to learn Japanese,
but constantly encourage others to learn the language in
order to become more effective ministers.

“Finally, I thank God for the good example shown to me by
the laity. So many people attended daily mass before and
during their work day. Prisoners who said daily rosaries and
shared what they had with those in need.

“For all these wonderful selfless, prayerful and dedicated
people who played an important role in my sixty years of
Capuchin living.

“To all of them, | say from the heart, Thank you!”



