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Paulo R. Hara-Kosaka, the first son of Cecilia 
Hara & Manuel Borja-Kosaka’ was born on 02 June 
1955 and was baptized the following day in Sacello 
BMV Lourdes in Ito-City, Japan. Paulo resided in 
Japan until the age of eight when in 1964 his family 
moved to the village of Talofofo, Guam. His 
immediate family would flourish to twelve having 
seven sisters and two brothers; lovingly nurtured in 
the shadows of their parish church of San Miguel. 
 
Paul began his education at Talofofo Elementary 
School, Talofofo [1964-68] and Saint Francis 
Elementary, Yona [1968-1972]. Paulo recalls: “As a 
nine year old skinny kid, I was invited to become an 
altar server by Capuchin Fulgence Petrie, then our 
parish priest. Although I was a complete nervous 
wreck my first time serving, I was quickly calmed by 
his smiling face and warm presence. Later, I had the 
opportunity of accompanying Fulgence on Fridays, 
distributing the Eucharist to the sick and poor in the 
village. It was a wonderful and moving experience.” 
 
He attended Fr. Duenas Memorial High School as a 
seminarian from 1972-1976. During those four years 
he fondly remembers his rectors: Capuchins James 
Gavin and Anthony Apuron. “While back in my early 
teens, together with my father, I became involved in 
the Holy Name Society in our parish of San Miguel. I 
attended Holy Name Society rallies and other prayer 
gatherings on our Island. These reflections bring back 
happy memories of joys we’ve shared.” 
 
Paulo entered our novitiate program at Saint Francis 
Friary in Milton, MA on 31 August 1976. He was 
experienced as sincere and well-liked; spending a 
great deal of time in prayer and considered it an 
important aspect of our life. 
 
In preparation for his first profession he wrote: “This 
total commitment of permanency is the seed of one’s 
desire and call from God to live as a Capuchin daily, 
in growing within the framework of the evangelical 
counsels, the Rule and the Constitutions of our Order. 
I believe that vows are the means of consecrating 
oneself totally to God, giving us that freedom to 
address those obstacles which may prevent us from 
loving perfectly and bearing witness to Jesus in a very 
special way to the entire world.” Paulo pronounced is 
first commitment with his classmates on 16 August 
1977 at St. Pius X in Middletown, CT. 
 
Following his profession Paulo returned to Guam to 
pursue his undergraduate degree at the University of 
Guam. During his college years, he gleaned valuable 
ministerial experience assisting in several parish-
based ministries, supervised by our Capuchin pastors. 
He ministered in religious education, parish outreach, 
liturgy development, youth programs and visitation of 
the sick in the parochial communities of Chalan Pago, 
Yona, Agat, Sinajaña and Agaña.   
 

 

 

[Below] Newly-Elected Vice Provincial Administration- January 2009 
Paulo Kosaka, Joseph English and Felixberto Leon-Guerrero 
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all crea tures here below; 
 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

 
From all that dwell below the skies; 
Let the Creator’s praise arise! 
 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung; 
Through every land by every tongue. 

 


