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Why would the Word, 
dwel l ing in the serenity 
of eternity, want to 
enter this world, marked 
by so much violence, war, 
hatred and death? There 
can be only one answer 
? LOVE. To bring us the 
love of the Trinity, 
which was the only thing 
that could save us. The 
act of the incarnation is 
more eloquent than any 
words Jesus spoke. He 
came in love to be with 
us. Despite the mess we 
have made of the world, 
God?s love for us has 
never wavered. There is 
nothing that God wil l  not 
do to bring us to a more 
abundant l ife.

And there is more. The 
Word became human to lay 
down the path by which we 
may become divine. In the 
words of St. Athanasius, 
?God became human so 
that we might become 

God.? Through the 
Incarnation, we are being 
drawn into that sphere 
from which the Word 
descended, that is, into 
the very heart of the 
Triune God.

But before we can take 
the final  step into divine 
l ife and love, we must 
first al low God to dwel l  in 
us. Meister Eckhart, a 
German mystic of the late 
13th and early 14th 
centuries, asks us a 
chal lenging question: 
?What good is it that 
Christ was born once of 
Mary in Bethlehem, if He 
is not born again in me?? 
And, we might also ask, if 
He is not born through me 
into the world? This birth 
that he speaks of comes 
about in us in the depths 
of our soul . ?Of His 
ful lness we have al l  
received, grace upon 
grace.? If we want to come 

to know Jesus with more 
than our intel lect or 
emotions, we must enter 
that place where his 
birth occurs in us. This 
we do in silence and 
stil lness. In this way, we 
wil l  come to know, not 
only Jesus, but also our 
true selves.

And we wil l  know how to 
truly l ive. We wil l  know 
what Jesus wants of us, 

and our hearts wil l  be 
bonded to Him. Then 
arising from this 
conviction, we wil l  
respond to Him and do 
what He asks, no 
excuses. Thus, l ike 
Mary, we wil l  birth 
Christ into the world, 
not only once, but every 
day of our l ives. This is 
what Jesus wants of us 
until  He comes again in 
glory.

?And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.?
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MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

From San Lorenzo

Tail consequat kielbasa chickens minim 
esse tempor. Pork loin ham ute in brisket 
culpa. Aute sed bacon venison pancetta.
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The man of God [St. Francis] stood 
before the manger, ful l  of devotion 
and piety, bathed in tears and radiant 
with joy; the Holy Gospel  was chanted 
by Francis, the Levite of Christ. Then 
he preached to the people around the 
nativity of the poor King; and being 
unable to utter His name for the 
tenderness of His love, He cal led Him 
the Babe of Bethlehem.? 

"

"

Decorating at San Lorenzo
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Br. Collin Mary Brown
Province of St. Conrad
Hometown: Houston, Texas Age: 20
Name a book, movie, or song that you think describes you:
The Long Meter tune "Jesu Dulcis Memoria ".
What were you doing before you entered Capuchin formation?
I graduated from Strake Jesuit College Preparatory School.

What brought you to the Capuchins?
I discovered them on the internet. 

What kind of ministry do you enjoy doing (and why)?

Teaching, because it is a blessing to share what I know with others, and then 
learn exponentially more from them.

Who has influenced your spirituality the most?
St. Ignatius of Loyola through studying him at the Jesuit High School I went to.What is something that our 

readers probably don't know 
about you? I was in the engineering club in middle school which included Gene Kranz, the 

NASA Flight Director for the Apollo missions.
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Br. Collin Kourtz
Province of St. Augustine
Hometown: Fairfax, Virginia Age:
Name a book, movie, or song that you think describes you:

What were you doing before you entered Capuchin formation?
I was an engineer and volunteered with Mercy Corps in Baltimore, Maryland 
in a hospital. 

What brought you to the Capuchins?
I was introduced on the internet and fully found my vocation during Postulancy 
with the Capuchin's. 

Who, in particular, has influenced your life and spirituality?

What is something that our readers probably don't know about you?

What kind of ministry do you enjoy doing (and why)?

27

I think that I could be described, at least in part by the book "The Hobbit"

My favorite part of any ministry, are the days when people stop and they recount to me all of the times that God 
acted in their lives. The emotions they feel as they tell these stories are often varied, but there is a power and beauty 
in witnessing these lived experiences of God's presence. I've been blessed to encounter people at these intense and 
revalatory moments most often in healthcare settings, so I would say that is my favorite ministry setting.

Saint John of God has been my constant companion but I believe my spirituality is influenced primarily by the little bits of 
wisdom and love that people have given me throughout my life.

I did a polar plunge in the Antarctic Ocean.
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Br. Daniel Uremovic
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Province
Hometown: Sydney, Australia Age: 19
Name a book, movie, or song that you think describes you:

What were you doing before you entered Capuchin formation?
I was studying Theology and Philosophy at the University of Notre Dame in 
Sydney, Australia. Meanwhile I was also working in a kitchen.
What brought you to the Capuchins?
Through the example of Friars and a deeper discovery of faith. 

What kind of ministry do you enjoy doing (and why)?

Who has influenced your spirituality the most?

What is something that our readers probably don't know about you?
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Br. Jose Vera
Province of St. Joseph
Hometown: Greenbay, Wisconsin Age:

Name a book, movie, or song that you think describes you:

What were you doing before you entered Capuchin formation?
I was a welder full time and riding horses on the weekends. 

What brought you to the Capuchins?
At a friend's wedding I met a Capuchin. I then felt the call of God to enter while 
leading a young adult group.

Who, in particular, has influenced your life and spirituality?

What is something that our readers probably don't know about you?

What kind of ministry do you enjoy doing (and why)?

34

I like any ministry that allows me to have a personal connection with people.

The Confessions by Saint Augustine.  

Capuchin's have a lot of work with the poor, but I've found work with the 
intellectually disabled especially enjoyable and powerful. Just starting work at the 
prison, I've already come to love it there and look forward now to each visit

Growing up with the Croatian friars around, they definitely taught and instilled in me the Franciscan 
spirit. Sts Augustine and Edith Stein have been friends on the way and shaped my look at the world too.

(Remembering that I'm the Australian) I used to play baseball

Not sure if I can think of one that can describe me.

Mother Teresa has always been an inspiration to me.

I think many people don't know that I have a twin brother.
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Wood Carving by 
Br Collin  Kourtz (SA)

Photo 's by  
Br  Mi ke Her l i hey  

(SA)
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